
Lakeside Garden Guild 
General Members’ Meeting: 
August 18, 2022, 11:00 a.m. 

Sol y Luna 
 

MINUTES 
(MSC = Motion made, Seconded and Carried) 

 
Call to Order:  President Willis called the meeting to order at 11:00 a.m. 
 
Roll Call: President Willis called the roll. 
 
Present at the meeting were 17 regular members, 13members were absent. 
There were 2 prospective members and 1 guest. 
 
Present: Justine Bertram, Janet Capetillo, Vickie Christensen, Liz Durham, Connie 
Hayes, Janine Kirkland, Lori Lynn, Leslie Martin, Joyce McNiven, Bonnie Newman, 
Margaret Quinn, Cathy Sheehan, Sharon Smith, Allegra Willis.  Zoom attendees: 
Jan Alswager, Kenée Campo, and Merelyn Shore. 
 
Birthdays this month: It is Janine Kirkland’s birthday today; other August 
birthdays are Celina Haramis, and Connie Hayes. 
 
Minutes: Minutes from the June 16, 2022, General Members’ meeting were 
approved. (MSC) There was no official Business Meeting in July; in place of a 
Business Meeting, interested members toured a vivero in Chapala and watched a 
Kokedama presentation by Rosario Haro. 
 
President’s Comments: President Willis welcomed the members and guests and 
thanked them for coming to the meeting. She assured members that the Guild 
will continue to try to be responsible about COVID and use best practices. She 
thanked the Board for hanging in there and continuing their meetings. She 
thanked Jan Alswager for her work on the minutes while listening on Zoom and 
Janet Capetillo for all her work on emails and correspondence for the Guild. 
 



President Willis said the Board has decided, with input from members, that the 
Flower Show will be postponed and held possibly held later in the season. That is 
yet to be determined.  
 
Cathy Sheehan is spearheading a new venture that will provide a fundraising 
opportunity for the Guild of making artificial or long-lasting holiday arrangements. 
Cathy asked for volunteers to help with the project. She will need people to help 
with finding a venue, sitting at the sales tables, organizing, etc. 
 
President Willis reported that the Guild had three visitors at the meeting: 

1. Lucille Johnstone is attending her third meeting as a prospective member. 
2. Susan Cole Bainbridge is attending her second meeting and is sponsored by 

Allegra Willis.  
3. Julia Longfellow was brought by Vickie Christensen. 

 
Treasurer’s Report:  Janine Kirkland gave the financials for August 2022,  
 
General Account ...................................................81,467.23 
 
Graffiti Account ......................................................2,624.52 
Cash on Hand ............................................................960.00 
 
Dues collected to date ...........................................5,100.00 
 
Expenses for July: 
July 12, 2022 - Zoom Account ............................ -$1,500.00 
 
Total ...............................................................$88,651.75 
 
 
COMMITTEE REPORTS 
 
Membership: Diane Maczko is away so President Willis reported that the Guild 
currently has 30 active members, one lifetime member and three prospective 
members. Only 21 members are very active, due to COVID concerns and others 
are out of town. Karen Lingo has resigned due to health reasons of her and her 



husband, and Melinda Layton had begun other activities during COVID and some 
of her new activities conflict with Guild meetings, etc. 
 
Publicity: Connie Hayes has nothing to report this month. 
 
Programs:  Bonnie Newman shared that the upcoming programs will feature 
designing artificial arrangements in preparation for the holiday arrangement sale 
in November. She is happy to lead excursions to Obregon near the cathedral in 
Guadalajara. The store has many interesting treasures, high end to junk. She also 
recommends an excursion to the flower market in Guadalajara, and a visit to the 
Vivero close to Costco, which is the largest poinsettia venue in Mexico. Bonnie will 
send out some possible dates and trips to members to determine interest. 
 
Hospitality: Sharon Smith stated she is working on a September location large 
enough for Bonnie Newman’s program and that the Guild has venues set for 
October and November. The January meeting will be at Jan Alswager’s home. 
Sharon stated that the Vice President has had a role of planning a trip in January 
to the beach for Guild members. She asked for hands of those interested to go on 
a 3-day trip. In the past the group has stayed in Old Town in Puerto Vallarta. She 
will provide details at a later date. 
 
Community Project: Justine has met with Aurora a couple of times since the last 
meeting. At present, the focus of our community project will be cleaning up the 
ciclopista planters, particularly in Ajijic area near the new Serpentine mural. The 
playground was a popular project but because of the cost, it was suggested that 
the Guild consider that for 2023. 
 
Webmaster: No report was given. 
 
Sunshine: Vickie Christensen stated there was nothing to report. 
 
Floral Design Show:  The Board decided to postpone the winter Flower Show due 
to COVID concerns by members. It has been suggested that the Flower Show 
occur early next year, but no decisions have been made about a possible date. 
The Board will continue to monitor the COVID situation.  
 



As an alternative to the Flower Show, Cathy Sheehan will coordinate an artificial / 
long-lasting floral arrangement event that will allow people to purchase 
arrangements. Ideas were shared about possible venues and standing art events 
where the Guild could display their arrangements for purchase. They included an 
Ajijic Society of Arts event that occurs one Saturday a month at the Garden of 
Dreams B & B., and the LCS Christmas Arts and Crafts show. An idea was shared 
that we could include succulent wreaths that are planted in moss, as these 
arrangements can last for five years. 
 
Christmas Luncheon:  Beth Fluke was away. Since the Flower Show will not be 
held in November or December, the Christmas luncheon date will be reconsidered 
and shared with members when a date is determined. Members were asked if 
they will be in town the first week in December. 
 
Old Business: There was no Old Business. 
 
New Business: There was no New Business. 
 
There being no more business to discuss, the meeting was adjourned at 11:25 
a.m.  
 
Program: Justine Bertram presented a program on designing your garden and 
considerations one should take into account in the process. 
 
 
 


